
Avaricious Aardvarks Book Lesson Plan 

Objective:  

1. Students will practice one sound per alphabet letter by reading the book 

2. Students will demonstrate reading comprehension by drawing a picture to match one of 

the tongue twisters 

3. Students will choose, practice, and memorize one tongue twister from the book for fun, 

pronunciation practice, and verbal articulation 

4. Students will demonstrate understanding of basic parts of speech: noun, verb, adjective, 

and adverb 

5. Students will create their own tongue twister for an animal using alliteration and each of 

the parts of speech: noun, verb, adjective, adverb 

6. Students will learn new vocabulary words by learning the list of words taken from the 

book and literary device words “alliteration” and “personification” 

7. Students will write a poem using alliteration and personification 

Materials: 

A copy of the book  

Blank drawing paper 

Blank writing paper 

Pens, pencils, markers, colored pencils, or crayons 

Lesson Introduction: 

For preschool-first grade –  

sing an alphabet song and some phonics songs 

 Animal Vowels 

If you know the tune to “Mulberry Bush,” this song is fun to make up hand 

motions to 

 A is the /ah/ in alligator, alligator, alligator 

 A is the /ah/ in alligator. I hear animal vowels. 

 E is the /eh/ in elephant, elephant, elephant 

 E is the /eh/ in elephant. I hear animal vowels. 

 I is the /i/ in iguana, iguana, iguana… 

 O is the /aw/ in octopus, octopus, octopus… 

 U is the /uh/ in umbrella bird, umbrella bird, umbrella bird… 



review basic phonemes 

read the book together 

For older elementary – explain alliteration and personification; read the book together 

Main Activities: 

Each student chooses one of the sentences from the book, copy it on their paper and begin 

memorizing the tongue twister to share orally the next day. 

Each student draws a picture to match one or two of the tongue twisters to demonstrate reading 

comprehension. 

Write two of the tongue twisters on a white board or chart page and identify the parts of speech.  

Each student will then label the parts of speech in their tongue twister.  

Creative writing Extension:  

Each student will write their own tongue twister sentence or two about an animal. 

Each student will write a poem using alliteration and personification.  

Vocabulary: 

Students should alphabetize their words, label the part of speech each word is, and then write 

definitions and sentences for each word. (If your students are younger, you would want to choose 

other words and definitely fewer words. My students loved vocabulary and spelling, so I did 

more than usual). 

1. alliteration 

2. personification 

3. avaricious 

4. curious 

5. antagonize 

6. anxious 

7. concern 

8. dehydrated 

9. dromedaries 

10. daintily 

11. frolic 

12. gorgeous 

13. glamorous 

14. holidays 

15. kinfolk 

16. listless 

17. lazily 

18. mischief 

19. knitting 



20. occupy 

21. perceptive 

22. prohibit 

23. quaintly 

24. reckless 

25. rapidly 

26. sleek 

27. swiftly 

28. talents 

29. unusual 

30. utensils 

31. venomous 

32. vivid 

33. wealthy 

34. waistcoats 

35. waterproof 

36. extraordinary 

37. excel 

38. yammering 

39. zany 

40. zigzag 

Assessment: 

Students share their tongue twisters from the book and the one they wrote 

Students demonstrate mastery of each vocabulary word either through a traditional 

spelling/vocabulary test or through creative practice worksheets/puzzles or oral testing. 

 

 

 


